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Foreworo

Parent Involvement and its powerful influence on school improvement and
academic achievement is well researched and universally accepted. In South Carolina's
Education Accountability Act (EAA) of 1998, the General Assembly acknowledges
perhaps the most significant research finding "...students achieve more when their parents
are involved in their education, regardless of their socio-economic status, ethnic/racial
background, or the parent's level of education.” Student achievement demands parent
participation and support. Teacher quality and parent involvement will be critical
determinants of the level of success for education reform in South Carolina.

Perhaps it is the direct value of parent involvement ...the fact that it is so obvious,
so much a given...that makes it so tremendously frustrating to those who wonder why
stronger involvement is not found much more often. "Almost ninety percent of the public
believes that the lack of support from parents is a serious problem for public school
teachers today."™ Yet year after year the problem continues to haunt our education
system, and the subsequent inadequacies become seemingly more insurmountable. The
real challenge lies in transforming knowledge into practice, and into results.  Too often
we attack the parents, suggesting they may not care about their children's education or
promoting the education of their offspring. We accuse our families of working too many
jobs, for too many hours, and neglecting the responsibilities of parenthood. We
understand the complex, and often unrelenting, demands on today's diverse families, but
we hold firm the belief that regardless of circumstances parents do desire the best
education possible for their children. "Seventy-two percent of children, ages 10-13, said
they would like to talk to their parents more about schoolwork. Almost half of older
students, ages 14-17, agreed.”” The responsibility for parent involvement does fall
squarely on the shoulders of parents; however, again, the challenge lies in developing
sound methodology to provide useful information and practical options to motivate and
enable parent involvement. This challenge must be inclusive of all levels within the
education community from state government to the teacher in the classroom and the
community at large. We must accept the realization that parent involvement accountability
is in essence a shared responsibility...an educational partnership.

With this information in mind, the Parent Involvement Task Force requests that you
consider the practices and recommendations presented herein. We believe our efforts will
exert a positive impact on student academic achievement and behavior in the state of
South Carolina.

Parent Involvement Task Force
1999

! Time/CNN, 1997
2 National Commission on Children, 1991



Executive Summary

A. LEGISLATIVE DIRECTIVE

The South Carolina General Assembly directed the establishment of a task force
"...to review current state programs and policies for participation in their children's
education.” The more specific charge to the task force was "to look for ways to encourage
and induce parents to oversee and support student achievement and personal behavior
that contributes to academic improvement." The full text of the related provision set forth
in the South Carolina Education Accountability Act of 1998, Section 10, reads as follows:

"When parents are involved with their children’s education, students achieve
more, regardless of socio-economic status, ethnic/racial background, or the
parents’ education level. The more extensive the parent involvement, the
higher level of the student achievement. Therefore, the Education Oversight
Committee shall appoint a task force to review current state programs and
policies for parent participation in their children’s education. The task force
is to look for ways to encourage and induce parents to oversee and support
student academic performance and behavior that contributes to academic
improvement. The membership of the task force should include: public
school educators from rural, urban and suburban schools and districts,
parents of public school children, social service representatives; and a
juvenile justice representative. The task force shall provide its report and
recommendations to the Education Oversight Committee by October 15,
1999."

B. PARENT INVOLVEMENT TASK FORCE (PITF) MEMBERSHIP

The twenty-nine individuals appointed to the Parent Involvement Task Force
(PITF) represent the membership set forth in the Education Accountability Act provision
and other representation: a balanced cross-section of the state in terms of representation
for the six congressional districts, special needs, at risk, preK-grade 12, race and gender.
A biographical sketch of each member, with reference to their representation and parental
involvement activities, and personal definitions of "accountability” are found in APPENDIX
A.

C. METHODOLOGY

Work Plan, Time Table, Staff

The PITF organized its work across a nine-month period and met formally for the
first time on February 17, 1999. Thereafter, the PITF participated in day-long monthly
work sessions, with the final session occurring on October 7, 1999. The work plan and
time table are presented in APPENDIX B. The PITF initiative was staffed by Trisha Pizzuti
Bockus, Program Coordinator, Education Oversight Committee.

Framework for PITF Review and Analysis




The PITF adopted a structured agenda to guide its work consisting of the following
components:

o Review and analysis of findings from the large body of research that exists
about parent involvement to identify critical issues, barriers and best practices;

e Review and analysis of South Carolina parent involvement policy and
practices;

o Formal presentations to learn from national authorities about family-school-
community frameworks which support school improvement goals and influence
academic achievement; and

e Study of effective home-school communications to support parent
understanding of changes in state policy affecting the education system,
student placement decisions and other accountability measures.

Working References

The PITF initiative was supported by an extensive compilation of research in the
form of written studies, journal articles, narrative briefs and abstracts authored by
nationally recognized research scientists, practitioners, organizations and agencies. The
bibliography is provided in APPENDIX E.

In addition, the PITF conducted independent research and investigated the status
of parent involvement initiatives in their respective school districts and schools; and
received formal presentations of information on the following:

South Carolina parent involvement-related policies, programs and practices, and
state level initiatives which assist school districts in their parent involvement efforts
(State Department of Education staff);

findings from a middle grades parent involvement needs assessment conducted
through the state's Middle Grades Schools State Policy Initiative-MGSSPI (State
Project Director of the MGSSPI);

local school district parent/family literacy programs and parent involvement
initiatives targeting various grade levels (local school district parent program
coordinators);

state-adopted grade level content standards, PACT-Palmetto Achievement
Challenge Tests and clarification of the test administration schedule (State
Department of Education staff);



Working References continued

Education Accountability Act requirements for development of district and school
report cards (Education Oversight Committee staff);

School Improvement Council parent member training, including home and school
parent involvements which have proven to help students be better learners (USC-
School Improvement Council Assistance Project);

strategies found in the Target 2000 Act parent education pilot programs which had
the greatest influence on increasing parent involvement (External Evaluation, USC-
Educational Policy Center); and

nationally recognized frameworks that support family-school-community
collaborative partnerships with focus on school goals and improvements (National
Network of Partnership Schools).

The PITF also received a summary of Parent Involvement-related legislation enacted in
other states.

D. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The PITF found that the critical issues associated with parent involvement, as
described below, are most often cited in the body of related literature. These issues are
applicable to the state, the education community, parents and the community at large.
They also reflect the opinions expressed by South Carolina educators, parents and
administrators who shared information and insight based on experience with the PITF.
National and state studies, and selected programs in South Carolina, offer various
approaches for addressing these issues and overcoming related barriers.

Leadership is viewed as the most important factor for making parent involvement
a priority in any State... and with parents. Consistent leadership at all levels of
government and education is seen as the most appropriate vehicle for promoting the
importance of parent involvement statewide. Leadership must assume a constant vigil to
maintain momentum, clarify the expectations, and advise on the benefits to be derived
from parent involvement. Leadership actions can include public awareness campaigns,
enactment of state policy to improve parent involvement practices statewide, and state
and local (education and community at large) implementation of proven best practices.

Effective communications between school and home ranks as an essential
component for influencing parent involvement. Parents desire to know the expectations
for learning within the classroom from grade level to grade level. Parents want to be
informed of changes in the public education system that affect their children, and want to
be part of the decision-making for their children. Teachers need feedback from parents to
help them understand characteristics of the children they teach and the home environment
from which they come. Channels of communication must be open and friendly.

Accessibility for_engaging parents is an issue which can be impacted by
everything from the school's climate and teacher attitude to childcare needs, parent
personal feeling of inadequacy and/or attitude, time constraints, workplace constraints,
transportation, lack of

FINDINGS AND RE COMMENDATIONS continued




assuming responsibility, etc. The key is to foster a relationship among and across
schools, parents, the workplace and community to address these issues and work
together to promote practices for overcoming barriers that prevent parent involvement.

Training in parent involvement for both teachers and parents is necessary for
understanding the various types of parent involvement and how each can impact on
children's learning and overall school improvement. Knowledge about family diversity and
individual learning styles can provide insight for promoting and implementing successful
family involvements and connections with the education system. There are various types
of parent involvement that can be meaningful and effective. Training in parent
involvement practices at all levels will enable a process, rather than a series of actions.

Parent responsibility for parent involvement and how teachers and schools can
address this issue is singled out as a major critical issue. The research suggests, as do
South Carolina parent program coordinators, that the initial step to encourage and foster
parent's involvement in their children's education must be initiated by the educators, in
particular, the teacher. The teacher plays an important role in facilitating a bridge between
home and school that can support the parent role.

Parent involvement staffing _and funding issues surfaced throughout the
research, but not without reference to some local innovative and creative approaches, and
requests for increased funding. Parent liaisons at the local level serve as a facilitator to
help both teachers and parents in building a partnership between home and school that is
in the best interests of the student.

Partnerships involving the family, school and community have received rave
reviews throughout the literature for enhancing parent involvement in their children's
education. There are many organizations which provide assistance and materials to
states, districts and schools on how to create and implement meaningful partnerships to
support parent involvement. The PITF reviewed several methods for partnerships
including frameworks with suggested approaches for various types of parent involvement,
action team and other models, and national standards for parent involvement.

With these issues in mind, and consideration of other relevant findings about
barriers and best practices for parent involvement, the PITF endorsed 25 state actions and
19 local actions which are presented in this report under five broad recommendation
headings:

Recommendation 1.0:
Establish a formal framework to encourage increased parent involvement.

Recommendation 2.0:
Require parent involvement training for all school staff.

Recommendation 3.0: Emphasize parental responsibilities for their children's
success in
school, preK-grade 12.

Recommendation 4.0:
Allow increased opportunity and flexibility for parent-teacher contacts.

Recommendation 5.0:
Monitor and evaluate parent involvement efforts.



InTRODUCTION

""To enable families and communities to become
informed about and involved in children’s education and in the schools,
partnerships must be viewed as an essential component of school organization
that influences student development and learning,
rather than as an optional activity or a matter of public relations.
It takes time, organization, and effort to develop a good program."3

Research findings over a thirty-year period relating to parent involvement point to
profound and comprehensive benefits for students, family and schools when parents and
families members become participants in their children's education and their lives. In a
series of publications produced from 1981 to 1995, researchers Anne Henderson and
Nancy Berla cite more than eighty-five studies documenting the benefits of parent
involvement. They say the evidence is now beyond dispute -- "when parents are involved
in their child's education at home their children do better in school."

Dr. Joyce L. Epstein of the Center on School, Family, and Community Partnerships
and the National Network of Partnership Schools (NNPS), Johns Hopkins University, and
her colleagues, have greatly contributed to the body of research on parent involvement in
the education of their children. The NNPS action handbook notes that, from numerous
studies about best practices across all grade levels, several approaches evolved to
encourage and support partnerships among school, family and community. Epstein's
studies led to identification of the six types of parent involvement (or six types of caring, as
she refers to them) presented below.

Parenting ¢ Communicating ®* Volunteering ® Learning at Home ¢
Decision Making ¢ Collaborating with Community

These six types of parent involvement offer a framework of choices for developing more
comprehensive programs of school, family and community partnerships. The NNPS offers
sample practices unique to each type of involvement to address the particular challenges
that each type of involvement present.

In these historical times of education reform, national standards for education have been
adopted, compacts for education involvement and commitment are being signed by
parents and students, and standards in other areas are being considered. Researchers
have documented that the "overall importance of parent and family involvement is the
foundation

3 School, Family and Community Partnerships, Your Handbook for Action. J.L. Epstein, L. Coates, .K.C.
Salinas, M.G. Sanders and B.S. Simon. 1997.

4 The Evidence Grows, 1981; The Evidence Continues to Grow; and A New Generation of Evidence: The
Family is Critical to Student Achievement, 1995. National Standards for Parent/Family Involvement
Programs. National PTA. 1998.




Introduction continued

for all other education reforms and is, therefore, deserving the same consideration and
attention.” Based on the comprehensive research findings that connect parent
involvement to student success, the National PTA established national standards for
parent/family involvement programs. The National PTA standards, which build upon
Epstein's framework for parent involvement partnerships, serve three purposes:

e to promote meaningful parent and family participation;

e to raise awareness regarding the components of effective
programs;and

e to provide guidelines for schools that wish to improve their programs.

The National PTA national standards for parent/family involvement, as aligned to Epstein's
six types of parent involvement, and quality indicators on which to measure effectiveness
are presented in EXHIBIT I.

In its review of the substantial body of literature on parent involvement, the Parent
Involvement Task Force (PITF) identified significant barriers and challenges concerning
parent involvement and the various relationships necessary for parent involvement: (1)
lack of "how to"; (2) lack of understanding about family diversity; (3) student learning
styles; (4) teaching practices; and (5) other factors such as accessibility, work schedules,
transportation, respect for the roles of parent, teachers. In its review of South Carolina
current practices, the PITF found similar barriers and challenges. There is encouraging
evidence from research and South Carolina practices that barriers can be overcome and
parent involvement can be supported and sustained.

The PITF found that parent involvement activities are commonplace throughout
state and local programs and initiatives targeting children during early development and at
the elementary level. This is largely due to South Carolina's history of education reform in
recent years. Legislation enacted in 1984, 1989, 1993 and 1998, respectively,
emphasized and supported improvements in early childhood by providing programs
addressing parents as the first teacher for their children and educational programs to help
them with parenting skills. Evaluations of the early pilots of these programs identified the
most effective practices within those programs. These findings provided insight to other
districts and schools when the parent/family literacy programs were implemented
statewide. State funding also became available to employ coordinators for these early
childhood programs.

Through the efforts of the program coordinators, South Carolina is overcoming
many parent involvement challenges. Many successful relationships have been built and
sustained through these programs. Parents of children served by these programs are
gaining knowledge of infant care, heath care issues, child development issues and good
parenting skills. The best practices used in the programs include: home visits,
developmental screening, family

° National Standards for Parent/Family Involvement Programs. National PTA. 1998.

Introduction continued




centers, and parent seminars and workshops. These and other program components are
combined with nationally validated parent/family programs that are also available to
schools, such as Even Start, MotheRead, and Parents as Teachers. Strong leadership
skills of the parent program coordinators include: (1) focus on the programs and delivery
of the services; (2) development of model programs; and (3) research-based practices.

Vigilant emphasis, renewed state policies and increased funding for these early
childhood initiatives...and dedicated local program coordinators...can all be credited to the
success of parent involvement in South Carolina. The First Steps legislation, the
Governor's compact initiative with teachers, parents and students, and a dedicated office
for early childhood education at the State Department of Education suggest the state
continues its focus on the lives of young children and their families; however, emphasis at
the middle and upper grades is equally deserving....and important.

The PITF review of South Carolina parent involvement practices at the middle and
high school grades yielded limited results. We could find no state mechanism in place for
monitoring the practices and collecting data on parent involvement at these grade levels.
We were made aware of a resource book available to schools and districts which provides
information about effective programs in South Carolina and limited references to programs
nationwide. Although most of the programs referenced are at the elementary level, there
is reference to programs targeted at the middle and high school scattered around the
state: Beaufort, Charleston, Greenville, Hampton 2, Richland One and Richland Two. We
could find no summarized status of these or other programs. The resource book also
offers a fairly long bibliography of parent involvement research. Based on the
experiences of PITF members, and parent program coordinators from several districts
who provided formal presentations to the PITF, we learned that there is a serious decline
in parent involvement at the middle grades and high schools in South Carolina. These
educators expressed the need for the state to address this gap. The fairly large body of
literature that now exists about parent involvement confirms that there is gap in practice at
these levels all across the states. Some researchers note that effective parent involvement
at the elementary levels is a precursor to effective parent involvement at the feeder middle
and high schools. The research also points to strategies and practices to "beef up" the
efforts to enable parent involvement -- at home and at school -- for those grade levels.

The PITF concludes that South Carolina does have statutory provisions that
establish an expectation of and responsibilities for parent involvement. The breakdown
appears to be consistency in emphasis and implementation at all grade levels. From our
review and discussions with educators and parents across the state, it is as if parent
involvement is an add-on or a "nice to have" rather than a necessary component of
educational practice.

The PITF considers parent involvement in their children's education to be vital.
South Carolina must address all gaps in practice to ensure a system that enables a
continuum of parent involvement that supports the state's overall goals for public
education and its students. Lack of parent involvement practice will continue to exist
across the state until there is system to enable, support and sustain it. In contemplating
renewed policy and practice for South Carolina, the PITF believes there is ample research
and existing practices

Introduction continued

within the state which provide insight for incorporating a foundation for parent involvement
into the educational system. The PITF desires South Carolina to rethink parental



involvement; thereby changing from a service delivery approach to a partnership
approach.

Our goals for this report, and the specific actions recommended herein, are:

e to re-tool parent involvement with a framework that drives collaborative
partnerships among all stakeholders;

°* to encourage state policy and funding to support research-based
practices which have the greatest impact on increasing and improving
parent involvement; and

° to promote parent involvement as a state and local priority, including
raising expectations on the part of all stakeholders.

Through its recommendations, the PITF offers a state framework on which a
continuum of parent involvement partnerships can be built and supported. The framework
promotes leadership, awareness, outreach, training and evaluating results--factors that are
grounded in the research as influencing effective parent involvement. The specific actions
recommended by the PITF share the responsibilities for parent involvement among all the
stakeholders. The stakeholders are the individuals listed below which the Education
Accountability Act refers to as "accepting actions to improve classroom practice and
school performance.”

Governor, General Assembly, State Board of Education, State Department of Education,
Colleges and Universities, Local School Boards, Administrators, Teachers, Parents,
Students, Community

Definition of Terms

PARENTS - To be interpreted broadly to include mother, father, guardian, grandparent(s) and
other individuals in the life of the child who are responsible for the child’s care and well-being.

PARENT LIAISON — An individual who bridges the gap between parents, teachers, and school.
The parent liaison is a paid employee whose primary responsibility is to increase positive
communications between parents and schools to enhance parental involvement. The parent liaison
fosters activities designed to: assist students in achieving academic success; nurture emotional and
social needs; address problems; and develop interpersonal skills. The parent liaison helps families
participate more fully in their child’'s educational process through various methods designed for
home and school. The parent liaison helps link parents to community resources.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - Direct services, resources, informational workshops, material
(print, video/audio), instructional aids etc.

SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES - [often referred to as Local Board of School Trustees] The
body authorized by state and local legislation to manage and control the schools within a school
district.




Standard I.

Standard II.

Standard IlI.

Standard IV.

Standard V.

Standard VI.

ExHBIT |

National Standards for Parent/Family
Involvement Programs

Communicating — Communication between home and school is regular,
two-way, and meaningful.

Parenting — Parenting skills are promoted and supported.

Student Learning — Parents play an integral role in assisting student
learning.

Volunteering — Parents are welcome in the school, and their support
and assistance are sought.

School Decision Making and Advocacy — Parents are full partners in
the decisions that affect children and families.

Collaborating with Community — Community resources are used to
strengthen schools, families, and student learning.



PARENT |NVOLVEMENT: Descriptions and Practices

A. DEFINITION

When the PITF began its initial dialogue about parent involvement, we expressed
a series of thoughts about "what parent involvement means" and we then attempted to
develop a common definition to work from. We re-visited this issue several times during
the course of our work. As our knowledge of parent involvement broadened from our
review of the research, we learned that definitions were not consistent across the
research. Even the researchers address the issue of the various definitions. Cochran and
Dean, in 1991, note that the definitions tend to be based on perceptions and issues that
can focus parent involvement efforts. Some researchers cite the need for a framework for
understanding the perspectives. Some perspectives found in the research include the
following:

Parents as volunteers, parents as policy-makers, and parents as facilitators
of children's development (Moore, 1991).

Parents as first educator in the home; parents as partners with the school;
and

parents as advocate for all children and youth in society (National PTA

Board of Directors, 1993).

Provide success for all children; see the whole child; and sharing
responsibility
(D. Davis, 1991).

Davis defines parent involvement from a shifting perspective, i.e. as society,
communities and schools restructure, so will parent involvement be transformed. He
notes a paradigm shift from parent focus to family focus; from family to community
agencies; from school to home/neighborhood setting; from eager parents to hard-to-reach
parents.

For the past ten years, all of these aforementioned parent involvement concepts
and theories have been studied and new approaches have evolved. Rather than
constrain itself to an existing definition, the PITF looked for common parent involvement
approaches which would support a foundation or system for parent involvement for the
state, yet provide flexibility to schools and districts in the actual design and implementation
of a parent involvement process. Joyce L. Epstein of the National Network of Partnership
Schools (Johns Hopkins University) identified six types of parent involvement to guide
schools in tailoring or customizing their programs and practices to support goals for
improving the school: parenting, communicating, volunteering, learning at home, decision-
making and collaborating with the community. The approaches in Epstein's framework for
building parent involvement partnerships include the common threads found throughout
the literature.
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DEFINITION continued

The PITF views the six types of involvement as conducive for 1) building greater
opportunities for parents to become more involved and participate in their child's
education, 2) making parent involvement a standard component in the education system,
3) supporting parents in their role as parent and teacher in the home, and 4) providing an
overall system to bring about greater accountability for teaching and learning.

Rather than defining parent involvement, the PITF adopted the following vision
statement to reflect the collaborative partnership approach that it considers as a means for
increasing parent involvement in South Carolina and supporting the role and responsibility
of parents.

B. VISION STATEMENT

In our vision for parent involvement in South Carolina, we urge a renewed
commitment to partnerships among family, school and community that support

parental responsibility for our children’s health, well-being and accelerated
learning.

C. SOUTH CAROLINA PRACTICES

From the mid 1970s to mid 1980s, the General Assembly has provided funding for
programs which encouraged and required parent involvement. This funding was directed
to early childhood programs and initiatives which required parent contact and involvement,
but with a limited focus on training programs for parents. These efforts related to how
parents could enhance their children's learning and elevate their own level of education.
Later reform enactments broadened early childhood initiatives which continued to
influence South Carolina's perception of parent involvement. Additional provisions
enabled parent involvement in school decision-making.

From 1989 to 1993, legislative enactments provided additional focus on parent
involvement and funding for early childhood initiatives with parent components (Target
2000 Act-Education Reform for the Next Decade Act of 1989; and Early Childhood
Education and Academic Assistance Act of 1993). Act 135 required a state program for
parent involvement with specified goals and components. The Act also expanded the role
of the School Improvement Councils to assist in long range school planning. EXHIBITS C-
I and C-II provide additional information about these Acts and their impact, and a matrix of
South Carolina programs indicating the parent components, targeted audience, strategies
and funding. A description for each of the programs referenced on the matrix is provided
in APPENDIX C.

The Education Accountability Act of 1998 added provisions for increased parent

participation. These involvements, which are noted in EXHIBIT C-I-b, are currently being
translated into practice across the state.

SOUTH CAROLINA PRACTICES continued
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One of the major findings of the PITF review regarding South Carolina practice is
the lack of timely and consistent communications from school to home about changes in
the public education system. The PITF found that there are inconsistencies in the
information and understanding about the 1998 Education Accountability Act provisions.
To improve communications relating to the Act's "accountability" measures, the PITF
directed the following input to the Education Oversight Committee and State Department
of Education staff:

1) Develop and disseminate information to parents statewide about South
Carolina's grade level standards using a parent-friendly format and easily
understood language, and provide examples of the standards;

2) Include parent involvement information on the school report card, to include the
capacity of parent involvement occurring at home and at school; and

3) For all terms used on the report card, also provide a definition for parent
understanding.

Although parent involvement tends to be fragmented and there are differing
perceptions about parent involvement in the state, the coordinators of early childhood and
parent/family literacy programs offered the following as some of the right steps to enhance
and increase parent involvement:

Making a commitment [on the part of the district] to connect parents and schools
and to re-engage the family and community in the education system;

Improving business and school connections to promote better understanding of
parent involvement in their children's educational growth and the reciprocal
benefits to be derived from enabling workplace policies;

Understanding the diversity of the community and family life;

Providing the means (state and local support) to support and sustain involvement
through paid and volunteer staff; and

Providing technical assistance to schools and districts in their parent involvement
efforts.

12



South Carolina

SOUTH CAROLINA PARENT INVOLVEMENT LEGISLATION

Parent Involvement in
School Decision-
Making

1977 Education Finance
Act; and

1984 Education
Improvement Act

In 1977 education reform enactments heightened awareness about the importance of parent participation and enabled parent's input
in an advisory capacity for school decision-making (Education Finance Act of 1977). Subsequent enactments promoted awareness to
encourage community involvement which targeted the community and parents to volunteer and become involved in the schools; and
broadened the role of parent input from an advisory committee capacity to serving on a School Improvement Council whose role now
included assisting in monitoring school improvement, advising on the use of certain school-awarded funds and assisting in preparing
the school's annual report which focused on school needs, goals and objectives (Education Improvement Act of 1984). School
Improvement Councils have been in operation for years and continue to facilitate the school improvement process, including assisting
in strategic planning and long-range plan development. The PITF believes that the current School Improvement Council provides a
meaningful system for parent input, but feels it can be improved. The Action Team approach that is folded in to the NNPS'
partnership framework for parent involvement can enhance Councils and facilitate more broad-based parent understanding of school
components and a greater collaboration among parent, school and community for school decision-making. The PITF addresses
Councils and other school decision-making groups in Recommendation 1.0.

Parent Programs which
Support Parents As
Their Child's First
Teacher

1989 Target 2000
Education Reform for the
Next Decade Act

Legislative action in 1989 provided support to the concept of “parents in their role as first teachers of their children" when
funding was made available to pilot parent education programs (Target 2000-Education Reform for the Next Decade Act of 1989).
These pilot programs served parents with children from ages newborn through age 5 who were considered to be at risk for school
failure. These programs were reviewed for their effectiveness through an external evaluation. The evaluator found common
components and strategies across all programs: family literacy/adult education; support groups and workshops; home visits;
developmental screenings; parent instructional packets; and monthly newsletters. Immunizations were also addressed through the
programs. Of these common strategies, the evaluator identified family literacy, parent support groups and workshops, and monthly
home visits as having the most positive influence for involving parents in the education of their children: Further, the evaluator
identified all except one of the original pilots as highly effective in meeting their goals and objectives (Swick, K.- SC Educational Policy
Center-USC Columbia). The networking between and among the coordinators of these district pilot programs still exists. The State
Board of Education reported in the 1998 EIA Assessment Report that based on 1997 CSAB-Cognitive Skills Assessment Battery data
the children served in these pilot programs generally tested ready for first grade at 2 to 18% higher rate than children among the
general population.

Parent/Family Literacy
Programs

1993 Early Childhood
Education and Academic
Assistance Act

Funding to implement parent/family literacy programs was provided to all school districts by Act 135, of 1993 and the effective
Target 2000 Act Parent Program sites were commissioned to serve as technical assistance sites to help other districts. These
programs, which focused on literacy of the whole family, integrated various approaches and strategies, which brought parents into the
education process. For family literacy, comprehensive components considered to be most effective in preventing school failure
included: adult education, early childhood education, parenting skills and a different PACT — Parent And Children Together — Time
Together. Effective strategies across the programs include support groups and workshops, home visits, developmental screenings,
parent instructional packets, monthly newsletters, immunizations and library cards.

Extisir C-1
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Parent Involvement
Programs for Grades 4-
8

1993 Early Childhood
Education and Academic
Assistance Act

Act 135 of 1993 directed the "State Department of Education to develop a parent involvement program for these grade
levels and specified the inclusion of these goals: "improving parent participation in their child's progress at school; ensuring a
smooth transition between level of school and phases of education; increased communication; and provide greater accountability
between parent, school and children.” The statute further requires school visits by parents, training sessions on communication,
student discipline, importance of homework, the taking and understanding of standardized testing and test scores, and general
literacy.

These components are consistent with what the research suggests for enabling parents to become more involved. The State
Department of Education has not provided information on implementation of this program.

Parent Involvements

1998 Education
Accountability Act

Other parent involvements are addressed in the Education Accountability Act of 1998. Examples: requirements for parent-
teacher conferences for students performing below standards in Grades 3-8 and parent input for development of academic
assistance plans for those students; input into the district's accountability plan; SIC school progress report, which is to be separate
from that of the principal's progress report; and requirement for parent receipt of the school report card.




SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PARENT INVOLVEMENT INITIATIVES

South Carolina
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Initiatives
Act 135 Even Start Adult Volunteerism Healthy School Americorps/ LINC Title | Extended-Day/
Parent/Family . Education Learn & Serve After-School
. Family Literacy
Literacy

Target Population EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Funding Source EIA State Title I, Part B Federal EFA — State EIA State Private Foundation Title I, Parts A, C, D, Grant from DHHS

WIA - Title | Federal CDC Federal Grant Federal Federal

Funding Allocation 4.6 million $1.4 million $19,332,655 $90.000 $680,000 $2.1 million $26,000 $92 million $3.5 million
Program Strategies

EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec
Parenting Training X X X X X X X X X X X
Family Literacy X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Home visits X X X X X X X X X X X
Group Meetings X X X X X X X X X X X
Literacy & Ed.
Enhancement X X X X X X X X X X X X
Community
Collaboration X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Support Strategies

EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec
Childcare X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Transportation X X X X X X X X X X X X
Mentoring X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Organizational Strategies

EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec
Aligned with SDE
Standards X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
State/Regional
Networking X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Curriculum
Available to Districts X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Staff Development
& Training X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Accountability Strategies

EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec
Performance
Indicators X X X X X X X X As of September
Program Evaluation X* X X*x il X X X X
Data Available X X X el X X X X

*No formal evaluation, part of renewal plan system of evaluation.
**Formal local evaluation and required federal evaluation.
*#*+Beginning in 2000 evaluation of Family Literacy program will be required under WIA.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT INITIATIVES
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Initiatives
McKinney SC Literacy Character Young African | GED
Homeless Resource Center Education American Males
Assistance Action Team
Program
Target Population EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
Funding Source Federal State Adult Ed Federal State Funds Local (Based on
Testing Fees)
Funding Allocation $350,000 Included in Adult Ed $250,000 $95,650
Program Strategies
EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec
Parenting Training X X X X
Family Literacy X X X X
Home visits X X X X
Group Meetings X X X X
Literacy & Ed.
Enhancement X X X X X X
Community
Collaboration X X X X X X X X X X X
Support Strategies
EC Elm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec
Childcare
Transportation X
Mentoring X
Organizational Strategies
EC Elm Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec
Aligned with SDE
Standards X X
State/Regional
Networking X X X X X
Curriculum
Available to Districts X X
Staff Development
& Training X X X X X X X X
Accountability Strategies
EC Elm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC Elm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC Em Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec EC EIm Mid Sec
Performance
Indicators
Program Evaluation X X X X
Data Available X X




D. BEST PRACTICES ACCORDING TO THE RESEARCH

PARENTS

*  Uphold high expectations for academic achievement.

= Expect success and tell your child you expect their best.

=  Provide secure, stable, safe home environment.

*  Join school groups such as School Improvement Council, PTO/PTA, Booster club, etc.

*  Limit television, video and computer games.

®  Seta bedtime to provide adequate sleep and rest.

®  Provide adequate nutrition.

= Get child to school on time every day.

= Talk with child about school; know their friends.

=  Eat lunch at school with your child; visit the classroom.

*  Help child find homework support through friends, after school programs, homework
buddy, and teachers.

*  Check homework to be sure completed.

*  Designate well lit place in home to study.

*  Stay involved in child’s whole life by monitoring activities.

= Know where and with whom your child is.

®  Talk to other parents.

"  Bstablish parent networks to communicate how to provide positive activities and safe
environments for children.

*  Communicate with teacher by phone, letter, Email, or personal visit.

*  Build partnership with child’s teacher to promote successful school experience.

= Attend school events and child’s performances.

®  Serve as school volunteer.

*  Follow public policy that impacts your school.

= Ask for information from school to help you as a parent.

®  Ask for information from school on how you can help your child with schoolwork.

®  Recognize that as a parent your role changes as your child grows.

= Recognize that parental involvement in middle and high school is equally as critical as in
elementary school.

®  Bea parent first, be a friend second.

*  Model your behaviors in ways you desire your children to follow, i.e. let them observe you
read, limit your television viewing, visit school, be active in community, be inquisitive.

*  Encourage your child to be physically active.

= Tell your child encouraging words everyday.

*  Show your child you love him/her.

*  Learn about child development for each stage of growth from infant to preschool,
elementary, middle and high school.

*  Get to know the guidance counselor.

=  Talk with your child, teacher, and guidance counselor on “how to be successful in
school.”

*  Request information about state requirements that impact on your child and seek
clatifications through PTA/PTO, principal, and teacher.

*  Show your child you are interested in them at school and in their school, i.e. talk with
your child everyday about what he/she did in school, about the friends they have made at
school, and inquire about the things on display in their classroom.

*  Inquire about the school’s/teachet’s expectations for parent involvement.

= Read to your child and let your child read to you.

*  Adopt the D.E.A.R. theory: Drop Everything and Read, i.e. on a daily basis.

*  Stimulate your children’s thoughts; ask questions.

®  Provoke curiosity to start an intrinsic learning pattern.

= Initiate inquires about your child’s attendance (middle and high school, in patt...)

*  Letyour child know and see that you support school efforts.

= Keep interested and informed; ask about curriculum and request copy of course syllabus.
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TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS

Contact each family at beginning of the year.

Provide a friendly atmosphere -- all faculty and staff need to ensure a warm climate that
makes parents feel welcome.

Adopt a school pledge about “the school’s inviting friendly, i.e. the climate” whole school
and all staff.

Send weekly newsletters in efficient and timely manner.

Make parent contacts eatly with follow-up on routine basis if student is not performing.
Conduct home visits for first time parents and parents who move into the school area.
Establish “tutor after school” programs.

Recognize that you are a public service provider and need to have flexible hours.
Recognize the diversity of your school population; provide workshops to help increase
understanding of diversity among our families for faculty and staff.

Extend personal invitation for parents to attend school functions.

Start and finish conversations with positive notes with parents.

Solicit parent input on their child’s strength(s) and request information parents can
provide to enhance the child’s performance.

Collaborate with parents on the child’s academic performance.

Use a variety of sources to communicate and compliment student performance.

Provide parents with information on resources available to enhance student achievement.
Provide students and parents with clear expectations of assignments, classroom rules, and
suggested materials.

List consequences and rewards for following classroom rules.

Reach out to parents and form a team working “for” the child.

Get to know strengths of parents to give advice on how the parent can best help their
child at home and at school.

Establish and maintain positive parent relations and utilize services of schools, social
wortkers and/ot parent liaisons.

COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT

Fotge greater collaboration around children and students issues.

Implement child watch initiatives

Implement Adopt-A-School programs.

Establish mentor bureau

Develop work-site programs for adult literacy.

Recognize and reward local schools for achievements.

Donate goods, services, and books to schools in name of employees of the month.

Bring together all government agencies to aid parents on all research of parenting skills
(books, non-profits, faith community)

Hold “Meet the Principal” nights at local churches, parks and health centers.

Offer talent and expetience to schools and classrooms

Display signs, publications about impact of education and parent involvement.

Serve as role models for establishing parent-friendly, flexible workplace policies to enable
parents to attend parent-teacher conferences.

Offer work-site, church-site, community-site to conduct parent-teacher conferences.
Sponsor transportation for parents to enable parent-teacher conferences at school.
Provide mini-grants to schools to support special projects for improving learning.

Make a point to provide childcare on school meeting and activity nights and feed them,
“they will come.”

14



E. GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

system

at

be

Parent involvement in South Carolina has been influenced greatly through early
childhood education and parent/family literacy initiatives. Best practices are being
implemented across those initiatives and parent involvement and momentum for it
has become an intrinsic component of the public education system.

There does not appear to be any accountability mechanism in place to ensure
parent involvement opportunities or to define expectations for parent involvement
(state and local levels) at every level of responsibility and every grade level.

Parent involvement is not viewed as a process or component of the education

which the research suggests must be the case if systemic parent involvement for
all grade levels is to occur.

There is no structured method to enable, support and sustain parent involvement
all levels of responsibility.

The barriers and challenges cited in the research and expressed by educators can
overcome through a variety of proven approaches identified in the research.

The only parent involvement training available is for School Improvement Councils
and there is no method in place for assessing competencies in parent involvement.
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Parent Involvement Task Force

RecommveENDATIONS

The PITF believes the recommendations and specific actions offered in this report
constitute a framework to influence and support increased parent involvement. The
framework builds on some existing initiatives and embodies a support system to increase
parental involvement throughout the state.

Viewing parent involvement holistically, the PITF is recommending specific actions
to close the gaps in practice. The specific actions are presented within five broad

recommendations:

1.0 Establish a Formal Framework to Encourage Increased Parent Involvement
Statewide;

2.0 Require Parent Involvement Training for all School Staff;

3.0 Emphasize Parental Responsibilities for their Children's Success in School,
preK through Grade 12;

4.0 Allow Increased Opportunities and Flexibility for Parent-Teacher Contacts;
and

5.0 Monitor and Evaluate Parent Involvement Efforts.

16



Recommendation 1.0

Establish a formal framework to encourage increased parent involvement.

[STATE LEVEL ACTIONS|

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

The Governor should require state
agencies (and their governing boards)
that serve families and children to
collaborate and establish networks with
schools that the children they serve
attend.

The State Board of Education (SBE)
should:

a.

require school and district long-
range improvement plans to include
stated goals and objectives for
parent involvement and methods for
local data collection to support
statewide evaluation of parent
involvement efforts; and

recognize those districts and
schools where parent involvement
significantly  increases  beyond
stated goals and objectives, as
determined by the state evaluation
defined in Recommendation Five.

The State Superintendent of Education
should:

a.

enroll the SDE as state member of
national organizations which
promote proven parent involvement
frameworks, models and practices
and provide related services to
state and local members, such as
the National Network of Partnership
Schools, and promote and
encourage local school districts to
join as local members;

through state leadership, promote
parent involvement as a priority for
all levels from pre-K through grade
12, with particular emphasis at the
middle and high school levels
where parent involvement is
currently least visible, and
designate an SDE staff position
whose specific role is to coordinate
statewide initiatives to support
school and district parent
involvement;

develop a process for collecting and
sharing parent involvement best
practices with schools and districts,
including practices that are specific
to grade levels; and other related
elements which support parent
involvement, such as the National
PTA standards;

disseminate best practices in
various forms (print, video, audio,
and workshops, etc.) to districts and
schools;

monitor and evaluate parent
involvement statewide and report
results (See Recommendation
Five); and

identify, recommend on and
implement ways to coordinate and
integrate programs and funding for
maximum benefit to enhance parent
involvement.
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Recommendation 1.0 (continued)

ILOCAL LEVEL ACTIONS]

1.4. The School Board of Trustees should:

a.

ensure that the district and schools
join national organizations which
promote various proven parent
involvement frameworks and
models and provide services to
districts and schools, such as the
National Network of Partnership
Schools and where possible,
incorporate those practices into
existing policies and efforts; and

provide incentives and formal
recognition  for  schools that
significantly improve/increase

parent involvement, as determined
by the results of the state evaluation
defined in Recommendation Five.

1.5. The District Superintendent and School
Principal should:

a.

assure that each school's School
Improvement Council (SIC) and
other  school  decision—making
groups are functioning in
accordance with state requirements
and in the best interest of an
inclusive system; and

support implementation of Action
Team approaches and other
models that support SICs and
facilitate greater decision-making
input and collaboration among
parents, the community and faculty
in the school.

1.6 The District Superintendent should:

a.

provide staff to serve as parent
liaison for the district who will

coordinate  parent involvement
initiatives and coordinate
community  collaboration and/or
agency networking to support

parents and families; and

require each school to designate a
faculty contact for  parent
involvement efforts who will work
collaboratively ~with the district
coordinator and network with other
school faculty contacts.
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Recommendation 2.0

Require parent involvement training for all school staff.

[STATE LEVEL ACTIONS]

2.1.

2.2.

The State Board of Education should:

a.

require  all  certified persons
employed by South Carolina school
districts and special schools to
complete formal training in parent
involvement through pre- and in-
service teacher preparation
programs, programs for  re-
certification of veteran teachers and
administrators, staff development at
the school district level, or through
state and local academies,
apprenticeships, institutes;

require this training for teacher and
administrator certification;

require in-services with parent
involvement training for non-
certified staff; and

adopt criteria for the non-certified
staff in-service parent involvement
training program.

The State Superintendent of Education
should:

a.

work  with  higher  education
Institutions to design required parent
involvement course(s), for teacher
education and training programs,
which shall address racial/ethnic and
socio-economic diversity,
maintenance of a parent-friendly
school setting, awareness of
community resources that
strengthen families and assist
students to succeed, and other
topics appropriate for fostering

partnerships between parent and
teacher.

develop and implement a model in-
service parent involvement training
program for non-certified staff based
on criteria developed with input from
parent coordinators and parents,
and approved by the SBE;

provide parent involvement staff
development training for district
trainers;

provide other technical assistance
relating to parent involvement
training to districts and schools;

advise schools and districts on
current effective methods, strategies
and practices used in other states
for providing parent involvement
training for faculty and staff;, and

promote  collaboration  between
school districts and schools that
enhance and support home and
school activities.
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Recommendation 2.0 (continued)

[LOCAL LEVEL ACTIONS|

2.3.

The School Board of Trustees should:

a. provide parent involvement
orientation and training with an
emphasis on unique school and
district needs for all faculty and staff,
at the beginning of the 2001-2002
school year and, thereafter, on an
ongoing basis in three-year cycles.
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Recommendation 3.0

Emphasize parental responsibilities for their children's success in school, preK-

grade 12

[STATE LEVEL ACTIONS|

3.1.

The Education Oversight Committee
(EOC) should promote the importance of
parent involvement through the

public awareness campaign required by
the EAA, and should include the
following:

a. advice for parents on how to help
their children be successful in
school and the importance of
nurturing their children's skills and
abilities;

b. requests to employers, state
agencies, entities, community
groups, non-profits, and faith
communities that work with children
and families to distribute and
display parent advice and other
pertinent parent information;

c. promotion of the benefits of
increased productivity, loyalty and
sense of community which result
from parent-friendly work place
policies;

d. Encourage employers to:

=  Adopt parent-friendly workplace
policies

= offer the workplace for parent-
teacher conferences

= provide recognition awards to
parent employees completing
diploma and GED programs

= donate services and goods to
schools in the name of both the
business and their employees of
the month; and

3.2.

a. recognize businesses and
employers where parent-friendly
policies have been adopted; and

b. recognize agencies and faith
communities that have supported
and increased parent involvement
in their children's education.

The Education Oversight Committee
and the State Superintendent of
Education should develop and publish
jointly  the following informational
materials for distribution to all parents in
the state whose children attend public
schools and to all teachers for their use
in the classroom and with parents:

= a uniform, parent-friendly, bilingual
handbook and video explaining the
grade-level content standards, and
providing advice on how parents
can help their children achieve the
standards and the relationship of
the standards to the PACT-
Palmetto Achievement Challenge
Tests.

= printed information about the
standards and advice relative to
parent involvement in  their
children's education for visible
display and use in every public
school K-12 classroom.
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Recommendation 3.0 (continued)

3.3.

The EOC or State Superintendent of

Education

should disseminate the

bibliography in this PITF report to all
districts and schools.

[LOCAL LEVEL ACTIONS|

3.4.

3.5.

The School Board of Trustees should:

a.

establish  policies and support
actions to increase parent
involvement which bring together the
teacher, the parent and the student
to discuss the academic progress of
the student;

adopt policies requiring the district
and schools to incorporate proven
effective  practices that enable
parents to become more involved in
the education of their children;

dentify and promote availability of
community resources for schools
that strengthen families and support
student success; and

offer parent education, parenting
skills, and child development
information in  comprehensive
health courses at middle and high
school grades to promote and
influence good parenting,
particularly, for students who are
young parents.

The District Superintendent and District
Administrators should:

a.

distribute and display information on
parental responsibilities for a child's
academic success in various places
where parents are likely to be.

3.6.

The School Principals should:

a. designate space within the school

building specifically for parents with
a lending library.
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Recommendation 4.0

Allow increased opportunity and flexibility for parent-teacher contacts.

ISTATE LEVEL ACTIONS]

4.1 The General Assembly should:

a. add 2 teacher contract days, with
provision requiring use of these
added days for parent-teacher
conferences for students without
reference to student’s ability or risk
factor, to allow additional
opportunity ~ for  parent-teacher
conferences for all students;

b. require, rather than make optional,
the 2 days currently authorized in

statute for parent-teacher
conferences for at-risk students;
and

c. provide tax incentives to encourage
employers to: (1) provide parent
employee release time @ for
parent/teacher  conferences or
attendance at their children's
academic-related events without
loss of pay, and (2) work with local
school officials and workplace
parent employees to develop
workplace policies which enable
parents to improve their literacy,
assist their children with academics,
and become more involved in their
child's education.

4.2 The District Superintendent should:

a. In cases where transportation to the
school site is a problem for parents,
require  school principals to
accommodate scheduling of parent-
teacher conferences at sites other
than school; and at alternative times
if traditional school hours present a
hardship to parents.
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Recommendation 5.0

Monitor and evaluate parent involvement efforts.

ISTATE LEVEL ACTION|

5.1

52

The State Superintendent of
Education should monitor and
conduct annual evaluations of
parent involvement programs

and

related components and

practices as follows:

a.

The

design a statewide system
to support the evaluation to
include methods for
assessing the
effectiveness  of  parent
involvement in increasing
student achievement, and
identify best practices;

share evaluation findings
and a response to the
findings  with schools,
districts, state and local
agencies, higher education
institutions  for use in
teacher preparation
programs and appropriate
other state agencies and
entities; and

provide an annual report of
the evaluation findings and
implications to the General
Assembly, State Board of
Education, and Education
Oversight Committee. [This
recommended action aligns
with the evaluation action
presented under  major
heading Recommendation
One.]

Education Oversight

Committee (EOC) should include
parent involvement information

5.3

on the School Report Card, as
follows:

a. for purpose of information,
report the capacity that
parents are actively involved
in their children’s education
at home and at school; and

b. develop a method for
collecting the related school-
level data for the report
card.

Further, the EOC should:
a. Survey parents annually to

determine if state and local
efforts are effective in

increasing parent
involvement with attention to
the following:

1) the extent that their
participation and
involvement in  their
children's education (at
home, at school or both)
is a result of school
district and school efforts,
the public awareness
campaign, and/or other
local and state efforts;
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Recommendation 5.0 (continued)

2) ask parents to identify
the opportunities and
strategies that have been
most effective in
involving them in their
children's education;

3) include open-ended
queries inviting parent
comments; and

develop the survey
instrument with input from
state & local parent program
coordinators.

|LOCAL LEVEL ACTIONS]

54 The School Board of Trustees
should:

a.

require an annual briefing
on district/school parent
involvement programs
including findings from state
and local evaluations on the
success of the district and
schools' efforts;

adopt policies that
emphasize the importance
of parent involvement and
outline clearly-defined
expectations for the schools
in the district; and

include parent involvement
expectations as part of the
superintendent's evaluation.

55

5.6

The District  Superintendent
should:
a. include parent involvement

expectations as part of each
principal's evaluation; and

include information about
parent involvement
opportunities and

participation in the district's
annual report.

The School Principal should:

a.

include parent involvement
expectations as part of each
teacher's evaluation; and

include information about
parent involvement
opportunities and

participation in the school's
annual report.
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APPENDIX A

PARENT INVOLVEMENT TASK FORCE

RICK BURKHART

(Parent/Congressional District 1)

Parent of two children adopted from Russia ages 12 and 7. High School history teacher for ten years

and very active in community
service with  high  school
students. Spouse is an
elementary school volunteer
during the school year and they
both are members of the PTSA.

To me, Accountability means... “that the schools are making a
sincere effort with whatever resources they have to train the future of our
county to the best of their ability. This means demonstrating leadership from
within as well as expecting support from without. Education should not be a
haven for those who are not committed or are content deficient.”

“We spend most school nights

with our children working on English, homework, and reading.”

ROSEMARY P. CHOICE

(Social Service/Congressional District 2)

Parent of three children ages 15, 11, and 5. Involved in the PTAs. Serves as a parent volunteer at

each child’s school. Conducts parenting
workshops at her child’'s Middle School.
Chairs a Health and Education Collaborative | ¢ children, parents, teachers or administrative staff. The

Committee, a Healthy Communities’ | entire community i.e. churches, business, and government
initiative in her county and Department of | mustall take on some responsibility in educating students.

Social Services Interagency Team.

VERGIL A. DEAS

To me, Accountability means...“being responsible or
answerable for ones’ action. This in my opinion, isn’t limited

(Juvenile Justice/Congressional District 1)

Though not a parent, serves as a
mentor at Alston Middle School
and Flowertown Elementary
School.

To me, Accountability means...* ““you have an active role
in determining your child’s educational destiny. You will work
hand in hand with teachers, administrators and children to help
better their education.”




Task Force MEMBERSHIP cont.

MELVIN DEASE

(Parent /Congressional District 5)
Parent of three children ages: 2, 8 and 6. Assist with the development of reading and math skills,

and  assist teacher.s N1 1o me, Accountability means...”We are responsible for our children’s
elementary and primary education. No longer can we sit back and say that “they” aren’t teaching
schools. Volunteer | anything in the schools. We must become more proactive and less reactive.
reading to classes, and | we must get everyone actively involved in order to minimize illiteracy, drop
chaperone for on and off | outsand other non-productive traits.”

campus activities.

MARILYN Y. DOUCET

(Social Service/Congressional District 6)

Parent of one daughter age 8. Currently serves on the Columbia Urban League’s Stop the Violence
Youth Advisory Board. Employed
as a Parent Liaison with W.A. Perry | To me, Accountability means...“that everyone is responsible for
Middle School. Attends Open our children’s education, from the State Department to parents and the
House, parent/teacher conferences community. Everyone has access to the standards and knows and
PTO’S, and drop in visits in thé understands the standards. Providing everyone with resources needed

I " ist h ith h to bring them up to their level. Providing parents with information and
classroom. assist her with home workshops on the PACT test.

work, we read daily, and we visit the
public library. We attend church and educational community events. We are also involved in service
learning activities.”

CHARLES DUNLAP

(Parent /Congressional District 2)

JUDY FAIR

(Social Service/Congressional District 6)

Although not a parent every school year allows her to “parent” some of the 27,000 students in her
school district as a Certified School Social Work Specialist. She serves on several schools SAT's
(Student Assistant Teams) and conducts
Parent Workshops. Member on Board of
Directors of: The SC Education
Association (SCEA), The SC Chapter of
National Association of Social Workers
(NASW) and SC Association of School Social Workers and a member of the Nominating Committee
of School Social Workers Association of America (SSWAA). Teaches undergraduate social work
courses and conflict resolution courses. Serves as a workshop presenter for National Social Work
Organizations.

To me, Accountability means...“collaboration
among parents, children and schools to build a partnership
that enhances academic achievement, character
development and positive social development.”
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JOSIE G. GASTON

(Social Services/Congressional District 5)
Parent of three sons who are college graduates and two grandchildren ages 16 and 7. Involved in

chll_dren s education in a To me, Accountability means...””being held responsible for the overall
variety of ways — Past | «achjevement of children” — That we all have a piece of the pie — Parent,
Chairperson of SC School | Teachers, Community, etc. Being able to do what is expected, that is
Board Association, served on | guarantee to taxpayers and others. Students are performing at top “level” -
the Board for six years; | money and time is well spent. Summarizing it all — means “doing what’s
Member of School District | expected”

Strategic Planning Committee;
Volunteer for reading to elementary school students; and Tutor children sponsored by the church.

BETTY L. GREGORY

(Parent/Congressional District 6)
Parent of three children, ages 16, 22 and 25, and currently active in her children’s education. Serves
on AC Flora High School's School Improvement Council, Foundation Board, and Healthy Schools
Task Force. Serves on

: - To me, Accountability means...“The responsibility of truly
R!chland D'St”Ct. One B!ue educating and promoting the well being of SC’s children belongs to all of us.
R'bt?on Committee (Vice It means parents, schools and community being held to that commitment and
Chairperson); and serves as | the state providing the necessary personnel/resources for our goals to be
Parent Liaison for Govern- | met. Example: Policy to require summer school needs sufficient funding for
mental Relations Program. | districts to implement.

SICA Board Member.
Volunteers as a Lunch Partner for Crayton Middle School. Serves as Project Organizer for “Learning
the Ropes” Orientation Program, a joint project between Crayton School and St. Martins-in-the-Fields
Episcopal Church. Recipient of SCSBA Champion for Public Education Award; United Way of the
Midlands School Service Award; and the SC State Board of Education Volunteer of Year Award.

ROBERTA HAMBY

(Parent/Congressional District 3)

Parent of two daughters, ages 10 and 9, and volunteer at children’s school. *“l sit down every
afternoon (including
Fridays) for at least

To me, Accountability means...“ one’s responsibility to a specific job or
task. If you take on any responsibility then you have to be accountable for their
two hours of h : heth d or bad T ibility th |
homework, per night appenings, whether good or bad. Parenting is a responsibility that most people

! ’ plan and prepare for. Teaching is a responsibility that is planned for also. We are

per  children. || all accountable for education of our children.”
volunteer one day

per week at the Middle school, and when needed at the primary school. | chaperon all field trips.”
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KATHARINE “KAPPY" HUBBARD

(Parent/Congressional District 2)
Parent of three children ages 16,15,and 12. Parent involvement activities currently include SIC and
Academic Excellence Committee at Crayton Middle School and volunteer at Heathwood Hall
Episcopal School. Chairs the Education
Outreach Committee (K-12) for USC'’s To me, Accountability means...* It must somehow
Bicentennial Commission, and the Board begin with parents assuming responsibility for their children
of Directors for the Alliance for SC's and children growing into responsible adulthood.”

Children. “l am a deacon at Eastminster Presbyterian Church where | teach Sunday school and am
a member of the Eastminster Day School Council.”

BETH KITCH

(Parent/Congressional District 1)
Parent of three children ages 13, 11 and 7, and actively involved in children’s education in a variety

of ways. Attends - public SChO.OI. boar_d To me, Accountability means... “Holding every
meetings. ~ Serves as parent liaison in | community member, child, parent, teacher, and administrator
child's middle school. SIC member for | responsible for making sure all resources are available and
both elementary and middle schools. | efforts are being made to reach every child in every community.
Helps teachers, administrators, and | Without a good public education system our community/society
students in both schools. Assists her collapses!”

children in every possible way to reach
their goals. “My focus is being involved at school and at home. | supplement in areas if | see
weakness.”

RAINEY KNIGHT
(Educator/Congressional District 5)
Parent of one son age 16 and actively involved To me, Accountability

in children’s education. Serves as homework means...“being responsible for that
assistance, member of Academic Booster Club which you are charged.”

and child’s soccer team mom.

WILLIAM LYBRAND, JR.

(Juvenile Justice/Congressional District 4)

Parent of three children ages 16,15 and 7. Serves as a member of the Spartanburg High School
Band Booster, and a DARE officer and
School Resource for five years. Majored
in physical Education Criminal Justice in
college. “l am married to a teacher of 16
years. My wife and | are heavily involved in our children education and life as a whole. My motto is
always "do the right thing.”

To me, Accountability means...“shared responsibility a
joint venture student, home, teacher school and staff as well as
the state and district.”
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RENFRO MANNING

(Educator/Congressional District 5)

Parent of adult children. To me, Accountability means...“The goal continues to be holding
schools, individual classrooms and the school districts responsible to see that all
children are successful learners. Of course, we have reemphasized that a
necessary “tool’ for success is parent involvement. This aspect is so critical we
need to put “teeth” into our efforts to be certain this happens.”

EDWARD MARSHALL

(Sacial Services/Congressional District 4)

Parent of two children, ages 2 years and 5months. Heavily involved in community affairs, political

issues and  pre-school  children’s —

education. Working on a Master's Degree | T me, Accountability means... “Total

in Education and have been in charge of involvement by parents in each of their child’s lives —

the vouth exchanae proaram for his Rotar this *““accountability’” goes beyond the academic arena

cl g "W g_ P Ig d with y and starts with the health and safety of all children in
ub. V& are Involved with our pre- their neighborhood or community.”

school children. We read voraciously, play

together, and limit TV (to almost nothing). We spend lots of time in the home of our caregiver.”

MATHEW MCCANTS

(Parent/Congressional District 6)

Parent of two children ages 7 and 5, and is actively involved in both children’s homework
assignments, etc. A minister for the local
community church and also serves as
President for Webber School PTA.
Member of the School Improvement
Council. Serves as the local Sheriff Deputy in the community.

To me, Accountability means...
No comment made.
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SHARON MCELVEEN
(Parent/Congressional District 2)
Parent of two children ages 8 and 7, and is involved in children’s education in a variety of ways.

Volunteers tutoring two
days a week in the 15t To me, Accountability means... “responsibility in all aspects of a child’s
grade classroom, and | education. The parent needs to ensure a healthy school ready child. The school is
participates in various resppqsible to provide standards for each graQe I_evel, ““support™ frqm the

school fund raising admlnlstrators, , teachers, coupselors, and p_rlnupal. _The community (government,
events. A member of corpora_tlons, churches and nelghborhoods) is responsible to support and promote
the ) School academic excellence for each child.”

Improvement Council. A member of the Junior League of Columbia in which their main focus is
school readiness. Served as church Sunday school teacher. Currently developing a junior volunteer
training program through the Junior League of Columbia. “ | have just begun my family’s journey
through the public school system. The homework, the schoolwork, and the requirements all seem to
be lacking clear expectations. The communication can be extremely vague. Many answers as for as
testing, resources, and expectation must be dug out of a mountain of paperwork. This has been a
long journey with a sharp learning curve.”

MAX MELTON, JR.

(Juvenile Justice/Congressional District 6)

Parent of two children ages 17 and 12. Served as past President of the Elementary school PTO and
Past Treasurer of Middle school
PTO. Volunteers time in tutoring | To me, Accountability means... “Parents have a
elementary students in reading | responsibility to encourage learning. They can do this in a
during lunch hour. Serves as number of ways which may include talking to children regarding
President of Gifted and Talented school activities, providing an environment conductive to
Support Group and also a member learning at home, and participation in school activities...”

of Charter School Committee.
Activities at home involve “daily
vocabulary builder (I list a word and it's definition on the refrigerator — children add the word and
definition to master list on computer). Daily helping with homework for 12 year old. Daily checking of
homework for 17 year old. Attendance at activities in which children are involved (plays, sports, etc.)”

DIANNE L. MIZZELL

(Educator/Congressional District 3)

Parent of one son age 12 and
involved in a variety of child's To me, Accountability means...” a partnership between the school

education activities.  Attend | andfamily. I believe it includes the 6 types of involvement that Dr. Epstein
assemblies, erformances, explal_ns in her book: 1. Parenting; 2. Communicating; 3. Vo_Iunteerlng; 4.
sports events arr:d recoghition Learning at Home; 5. Decision Making; 6. Collaborating With the

. : Community.”
and award ceremonies; Assist
teachers on field trips; Assist school and church programs; and help with homework. Serves as a
PTO member for child’s school.

Task Force MEMBERSHIP cont.



TONYA MARSH MOTON

(Parent/Congressional District 3)
Parent of one seven year old child. Involved in a sorority that sponsors a youth group. Serves as a
member of the PTO,
Head Start Association, | To me, Accountability means... *parents, students, educators, and
and as a Parent | administrators working together for the success. Each of the parties has a very
Volunteer. Assists with | important role in this to play. Teachers should be oriented on how to interact
a mentoring program. professionally with parents in every situation and negativism should be discouraged.
Provides assistance to Outreach programs peed to be mcr_eased. Every parent should be asked to take a part
parents by transporting re_gardless of education or economic backgfound. Schools must beco_me more parent-

. friendly! Teachers and parents need to realize they play a direct role in the success of
them to various places. the child. Make homework assignments such that the parents can understand and assist

Enrolled in educational | e child, INVOLVE PARENTS!
classes, takes weekly

trips to the library. Spend time together doing educational computer games together. “We have
donated books to our son's class and been active in all fund raising projects held by the school.”

WENDELL PRICE

(Juvenile Justice/Congressional District 2)
Parent of two children, a middle schooler and a kindgartener. His career of 20 years has been spent
working in children and family services. —
Wendell holds a Master of Science degree in | T© Me, Accountability means...”each

Individual and Family Development. He stakeholder fulfills their role as parent, community, and

. : I : business partner while working toward the goal of
enjoys family aCt'V'tleS. sl.JCh as famlly_games, providing a quality education for each child attending
vacations, outdoor activities and traveling.

South Carolina’s public school system”

GEORGE ROGERS
(Educator/Congressional District 3)

Parent of two adult children ages 28 and 24.
Serves as principal of Kennedy Middle | To me, Accountability means...“ shared
School in Aiken, SC. In the past he has responsibility for the education of a child. Shared by the
served as principal and Federal Program school, home and student with each accountable.”
Coordinator for Greenwood and Marlboro

counties.

RUTH SCHOONOVER

(Parent/Congressional District 4)
Parent of two boys, ages 13 and 15, and actively involved in children’s education (school visits and

open communication), son’s youth soccer To me, Accountability means... “making everyone

organization, and church youth committee. | reqnonsible for a child’s education — not just the school and
Certified as School Social Work Specialist. | teachers, but parents, community, church, etc.”

Serves as Scout Leader, PTO officer and
member, and is involved in child abuse prevention and awareness for county.

Task Force MEMBERSHIP cont.

LIBBY STEELMAN

(Parent/Congressional District 4)




Parent of four children ages 20,17, 15 and 10, and is involved in children’s education in a variety of

ways. Intermediate School — Library Volunteer,
Substitute Teacher; and High School — serves on
At Risk Committee and is a Mentor. Serves on
Superintendent’'s Community Advisory Council
and is Girl Scout Leader in the community.

To me, Accountability means... “having active
ownership in every aspect of your child’s life. The buck
stops here — whether it is accolades or reform school —
parents have to be a part of and accept partial

responsibility for their children whether it be academics

Served as past PTA President for two years in _ _
or social behavior.”

Middle School. “I constantly read and oversee
that my children are engaged in educational
activities instead of watching television or playing video games; encourage educational games with
the family, including games that involve raising self-esteem; encourage practice of music lessons;
monitor circle of friends; provide recreational activities to promote physical well being and encourage
my children’s friends to join us at home.”

SALLIE B. STEPHENS

(Educator/Congressional District 6)

Parent of two adult sons college graduates.
member of the SC Education Association
Board of Directors, and Chairperson of
the math Department of Walterboro High
School. “We started reading to the
children at a very early age. We help our
sons to develop good study habits. They attended gifted summer schools from grades 5 through 10.
| participated in all school activities where the children were involved.”

Served on many state, district, and local committees, a

To me, Accountability means... “being responsible and
ensuring that parents, students, schools, and communities are
involved in all endeavors which promote successful student
achievement.”

REGINA E. WILLIAMS

(Educator/Congressional District 2)

Parent of one three years old daughter. Serves on District and State Textbook Adoption Teams,
Grade Level Chairperson, ADEPT
Mentor and Evaluator and child’s
Preschool PTA. Teaches drama for the
Fairfield County Artworks Program.
Works as a Homebound Instructor. “With
my child, | started reading to her at six weeks conception. At 6 months old my child could hold a
book and recognized that is was upside down. | know the benefits of parent involvement.”

To me, Accountability means... “a shared responsibility
for the education of my child. Sharing means holding the
school and home equally responsible for the child’s education.”
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CECELIA (Cece) WRIGHT

(Educator/Congressional District 4)

Parent of a daughter, 19 in college and a son, 16 a Junior in High School. Member of school PTO.
Serves on the School
Safety Committee, and

To me, Accountability means... “an ever-widening circle. Many people
Grad I hai regard it as something between teacher/child (i.e. test scores) but it is so much more
rade Level Chairman. complex. The focus of education must include the family, as our schools are natural
ADEPT ~ mentor  and | eytensions of the family. The circle must also encompass the community and its
evaluator.  “At home, | | giverse needs and stretch out farther to communities beyond those in which we
monitor  (or  try  to) | personally live. In our state, which has such sharp division between the haves and
homework completion and | have —nots, we must make a commitment to, and be accountable for, the education
help plan schedules for | of children across our state.”
long term projects. | nag a
lot! 1 religiously attend Back to School night both semesters and meet with teachers as the need
arises. Despite being an educator, | am sometimes unsure of my role as a parent in the school
system.”

ROBERT ZUERCHER

(Parent/Congressional District 1)
Parent of four children ages 23, 18, 11, and 9. Serves on Myrtle Beach Advisory Board, Myrtle
Beach Intermediate SIC and
Myrtle Beach Middle School | To me, Accountability means... “supporting the academic, social, and
sIC, and the District | eémotional development of the student (child). The accountability is a shared
Superintendent’s Advisory responsibility...shared between parent, schools and Community.”

Cabinet, Strategic Planning, and Reconnecting Communities and Schools. Monitors his children’s
homework activities and provides assistance as required. Additional challenge work (advanced
work) is given at home. A working father, employed by an outside corporation, involved in public
education. My children have expressed to me many times that the most important thing for them has
been when [ join them for lunch and spend a few minutes in their classroom.”
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SDLITH QARDLINA PRGG RAMS

Caneral Dascripton

The following progratm descriptons relate to the programs referenced on the mards In
EXHIRIT AL

Act 135 Parenting/Family Literacy

South Carobina has a comprehensive pacnt education and family bterary system thar enables
sehool distriets to design their own mix of chuld- end family-forused support services, With toe
passage of the Early Childhood Develepment and Academic Assistance Agr of 1963 all school
districts are 10 develop and implement parenfing/family lecracy initiatives to suppor parcnts io
their role as principal teachers of their preschool children. Technical assistance and traning is
comducied and coordinazed by the Office of Early Childhood Education,

Even 5tart Family Literacy

Even Start Family Literacy 1= a federallv-funded prograon designed 1o help break the eyele of
poverty and illiteracy by impreving the sducetional opportunities of Jow-incame families. Even
Start projects provide 2 Dolistc program o families through the ineegravion of carly childhood
educanot, adubt litszacy, adult bame education or English g5 & second languaps (ESL), and
paeoling sducation mie 2 wuhed family hitcracy program,. Currently, 15 schoo] desznizte operat=
Ewven Start nropects,

Adult Education

Adult Bducanot: seeks to improve the liesmary jevels of adults i Soutk Caroling in ths following
wavs: 1) helping undereducated adults {rnest of whom are parents) attam a High Schoeol Diplama
or GED, 2) providing adults wilh the sialls needed to gain empioyment or o rewin smaleyment
or advanee 1n thelr employment, and 3) increase the educatonal levels of parsnte and of heajthy
iteraction between parents and their children through Family Literacy Programe.

Volunieerism/Community Involvement

The School Woluntesr PFropram iz designed to creale more eifective parmerships among the
schools, parsnts. commumty and business. This % dene thyowgh workshops, technical assistance
and the annual State Board o7 Education Voluniesr 4wards Frogeam.

Healthy Schools

South Carolina Healthy Schools is an mitiative the focuses on improving the culture and climae
of schaals and uwhirnately, the academie achievement of children &nd adolescents by promating
the devalopment of positive assats and bealtofu] beheviors. Healihy Schonls 15 @ bread, hobstic
approach that mvolves parents, schools and communities working topether to promote 2 healthy,
safs and drup-free covironment, the improverent of bealth and physical education, social and
emotional health, health sernces, outribon services, and staff wellness. South Carpline Healthy
Sehools 15 2 collaborative betwesn the State Deparment of Educaion aod the Department of
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Health and Environmenta! Contral, and 5 Rinded by the Cemters for Disease Control and
Prevention Division af Adolescent and School Health.

AmeriCorps Program

The AmenCorps Program funds grants that have components dealing with parent involvement in
the chiidren’s acadernc leamung experiences, how children and parents can leam together, cic.
Many grants deal with parents of low sociocconomic status who do not have the skills needed to
help theit ¢hildren.

Service Learning

Smee 1992, South Carvhng has been desipnated as a2 Leader State by the Comporation for
Mational Service to implement service leaming as a teaching method to teinforce the academic
skills taught in the classroom. We have the challenge of developing matenials that will advanee
the stalc and national service leaming field.  Funds are disiributed on a competitive basis
slarewide.

Linking Intergenerational Networks in Communities (LINC)

LINC, funded by 3 privale foundation, is an inlergenerational statewade project, which brngs
youlh and older adults together to form relationshaps while meeting lecal needs through service
o the community. The parents and grapdparents participate in local LINC projects through
special evends, celebrations, snd ofien volunicer with their students dunng summer activiies.
Parents ofien meet the mentors of the LINC youth and form family friendships. The four stae
panmers arc the Séate Department of Education, the Unbled Way of Seuth Camgling, the
Dicparimen! of Health and Human Services Office on Aging, and Clemsan Universiey. Thers ars
geven LINC communities throughout South Carolina.

Title §

Title | requires at l=ast 1% of the district's allocanon o be used for parent involvement, provided
the district allocalion is at least $500,00d), The law requires cach school and district to devefop
wrirten strategies as to how they will meet the needs of parents; therefare, the pragrams provided
are unigue to the communitics. Many of the disiricls are providing varied parent trainings, some
have parent involvement facilitatars in the schools, some offer family lueracy, a few fund parent
centers, and ane has a van that travels throwghoul the mral areas providing services (0 parents
and their children. Most of the districts have fouml the Take Home Computer program 1o be the
best means of involving parents ir ibeir childs education.  Title I law alsa includes the
requirement for parent-sehaal compacis.

Extended-Day/After-School Programs

The after-school child program operates at 89 sites.  Funding is through 4 prant from the
Department of Health and Human Services. Childeare services are provided to parents who are
working full-time or who are either full-tinte soadents or in another cducational pregram and who
meet cenain income guidelines. The program currenily serves more than 2,204 parents and more
than 3,200 srudents,
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McKinney Homeless Assistance Program

Funded through provisions of the faderal MeKinney Homeless Assistance Act, the SC
Department of Education is charged with ensuring “that each child of 2 homeless individual and
cach homeless youth has cqual acsess to the same, feee, public education, mcludmg a public
preschool educaton, as provided to other chuldren and youth.”

Character Education

In South Caroling, increasing nuumbers of schools, districts and communitics are coming together
to identify and emphasize the character irasts they want their children to develop and practice.
The trails form the common ground, the foundation, and the focus for each individualized
character education program across the state, Character education in South Caroling it about

supparting community and hame instruction, net replacing o. Parents are the frst and foremost
teachers of night and wTong,

Young African American Males Action Team (YAAMAT)

The YAAMAT program encourages active parental involvement in the schools, The program's
foews has heen with teachers, community and church leaders who then share informaiion and
develop programs for children with assistance from parents.

South Carelina Literacy Resource Center

The South Carolina Litcracy Resource Center coordinates stafl development and caming for

local parenting and famaly literacy programs. Training programs provided include: Parents As
Teachers, the Paremt-Child Home Program, Survival Skills for Women, and the Rural
InitiativeFamily Literacy Frojecis.

GED Testing Program

The Tests of General Educational Development (GEDY) are admunisterad in Sowh Camling by the
State Deparment of Education. The program 15 designed to provide an altemative way 10 obiain
a high schoo! credential for prople who have dropped owt of igh school and bave nal compleled
the requirements for @ high schog| diploma.




NvOoLVEMENT In EbucaTion
LEGISLATION - OTHER STATES

The following summary (1994} & reprined wkh permisston from Parencal invobement in
Education pubfshed by the Educadom Commision of the States (ECS), 707 17 Street,
Sutte 2700, Denver, Coloradn, BO0202-3427,303-299-3500.

ICTeAsInElY, Hates are anactng lamsiahon designed 1o increase parental imvolvement 1n the education
mooess, Stales bave sddressed this 155ue 0 a vanery of ways, such as requiring schos] disriers 1o devs
lars and peolicics o merease parental WVeIvement. tncowaging or directing emplovers 10 gve parat
me off from work to attend parmnt-izacher conferenices or other school actvities, encouraping paronts
lay a mors acove role in therr children's education beth ar schooi and at home, as well as enactong par
£hs legislanion. tn additon 10 the parental rights staturary provisions included below, constnmonal
mEadmenls on partital rights have heaen ipmroduced in at jeage 28 states over the past two vears, bowe
gne heve been spprved. In Colorado, & parsntal fighis comsumiticnal amandment insled=d on tha
Iovember 199 vallol was defeared.

State Enacied |Summary

AR 1983 "Beli=ving that parents, as the pimary teachers of chlidren can bs more effective
tamendad |in helping their children at hotoe f they have close contact with the schopls and 2
G4 iarniliar with their expactations and that sueh parents' invoivament will conmbute

to increased achisvernant by their chuldren,” the stare Deparmaent of Educauon

i st c5tablish 4 program to ran parents as teachers. The program must nelude,

put iz nod lowted to: courses offersd 1o parents via educanonal television and
Arcgmpanying matrnials and study guides; 1dentGfing teachers who are sinilec in
ILNSTUETING PArsnLs; ENCOUraping and maming parent parncipants to Instuct other

| parents; and :_'s'..al:_:]j.shi:l_lg a '_slatl:w'i.d: _]J1_.Lb]il: informmation ::ampai_g:n m:s;&ng the

: parents can play o ther childran's achjevernant at schoed. Eaguires locai macching

funds to operale parents ac teachars programs. Disties and parenrs are nat require

tp participale i this program. §6-10-100

AT 1987 [Local govarmng boards must develop a policy W promote the involvemsnr of
! |{mm11¢:j parents znd guardians, meluding: parent parootipaticn m homework, attendance,
| 3 diseipline; review of curncular. and materials; and semng prosedures by whuch

: iparents can withdraw children from acuvites o which they opject. Flane mav aist
i | mclude how Lo make parents more aware of thts secton. including identifying

! : opporumies for parenis ta participale in and Support classToom iNSTUCTOL, 30t a8
shared decision makers, sto. §15-102

|
| CAa 11995 [Rzquires Suprrintendent of Public lostructen to develop and recommend ways t
: parents, teachers, and schoel dittocs can increade parental fespunsibilicy and
_ i imvolvement m their children's sducabon. The Supenntendent is requined o develg
g 3 maode] pupis-schoot-parent compast which distriets can use to devalop their own
| | tplams,
[Chepter 485, Statutes of 1995
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L SRR qUESTORS. ApoUT the siudent's of parents” personal belisfs ar prac
in =&, fmmily life, moralicy, and religion to stadents in gradae 1-12, utiless the
jparent it notified of the test in writing and BiVes written permission. § 51513
hibition alse applies to exams EIven as part of the statcwide pupil assesgme
TOETAI. Allows paremts to request in Wit that their child be sxeucad fom
sttewide assessmants. §§ 60614-60615

1954

AgEIns an cmplovee for taldng up to 40 hours Jeave sach school year to parmiciy
to school-related activites, subject to & limitation of § hours in any calendat me
1 The ¢mploves must give reasemabie potice to the employer and may be require;

1ovide proof of attendance. If the parent ic "discharged, threatensd with discha

rm_m“bits cuployers with at leart 25 erplayees from firing o discTimmarmg

rages and wark bencfits that ars 3 resuit of the empioyer's action. § 30,5 (Lak
Code)

:Suzperts parental mvobvemnent in the public schools and ensourages parents g 1
ftherr childrae's classrooms at least ogee o SSMCSTET. Encourages businsssss with

te than 10 cmployees to allow sach employes at Jeast 2 hours per schag|
SEMESIET [ gend parent-teacher comfarsy cms, spesial presatations, and
|school-relaed comminees. Alsn sticouragss the recognition of husin=csas thar st
theyr commutment to chitdren and educanon (hrough their understanding of the
importanee of parental involvement, STR 15

1Ades parental involvement o state's sducanon goals. Goal gt for O U &,
scaog] boards and sshoois [16] provide OPPOITUmIte: for invelving parcoes and

Fuardiane a4 active parmers in acheving schoo] improvemsn and sdueanon
accountabifity. " € 279 50

1f QISILCT CAD USE 1P to two davs allowed for teachers’ institures to cogduct parer
nstintes, Toe institutes are to be desigmed by the school disttier in consultation
walll the distmict's 1eaching staff adminisrators, and PRrents’ praanizabons.
Instingtes will provide informarion o parets which the district desms negessary ¢
Suppaort the following purposes: emhanes parental igvolvament in the =ducation of

¢ distret’s studsme; improve parental commynicaron and wvolvement with the
[diETrct; inartase parsntal knowledgs af child deveiopment, district pregrames,
ischag| conditions, and societal problargs tireassning srudents: ang Imprave pares)
kil developroent, § 5/16-22.1E4

[ Co 1996

I |

: |

. FL 1956

i .

i ;

1 H

|

I8
i
.

|
IR

|
i !153.'95
|

(Requires thar mandatery schoo! improvement Plams incivde developng and
maintaining efforts to nersase Parcqtal involvement in cducationsi acyinse, §
IR B

-Schoo] corporations must allow parents to tnspes! all insructional maresials used ;
connection with 3 persana) analysis, EvAluaton, OF Survey Conceming cemain
beliefs, affiliatians, atutudes, behaviors, and habits, A STdent cannor be required
Perticipate in 3 persanal apalysis, cvajuation, or survey without the pror consent o)
e srudent {if hershe is an aduolt or emapeipated minor) a7 the Priar wriney conseqt
waf1he studant's parent if the student is an uncmancipaled minor, § 20-10), | =& [ §
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might to exercise promary control over the care and upbrmging of their children in
rezr charge.” Allows parents to bring an action i state court of apy other court of
pirisdiction for claims ansing under this provision. § 38-141

State superintendant must hold quarterly mestings attended by representatives flum
public and private agencies to discuss ways to coordinate policies that promots
parental ipvolvement. Requires Stare Board to submit an aomual repart o the
lgovernor and House/Senate Education Committess. Requires State Department of

IiEdm:aﬁcn.,*mnl schocl boards, and schools to nmme parsnot advocates who will
op strategies Lo morease parenial mvolvement, resalve complemts from
arents, and mprove commanication betweesn schools and parents. Establishes an
information cleatinghouse af parental involvement within the szate Departmens,
b uthnrizes demonstration grants to school boards and other pubbic and private
apencies o develop immovatve family-schooi educational parmership acdvities.
§517.406-406.3

Ertanlishes a demonstrauon project 1o assess various models of parent outreach
programs. Universal impiementafion 1s to ocetr by 1/1/97. Participation by parents
wiming the demonswation projects and thereafter 15 voluntary. 71§ 84

[Recquires school districts to formally adopr policies giving parents the flexioilicy o
excmpt kids from any porton of the sex educarinn curnicutum upon written
motification (o the principal Dhgrric: pobicies mus<t be distributed by 971/97 and cact
subscquent year to princmpals and the Stare Deparment of Educafion. Sex educatior
instrucional materials must be made acesssible to pareats and athers. for review "o
the sxtent practicable.” 71§ 324

Fequires thal courses oot included 1m the reguiar curmicalumn be taught if there are 2
least 150 pupils in the school, the parente af at least 30 pupils or 5% of studenrs
emoiled in the Digh school, whichever 15 lasz, make & written request before B71.a
tqualified teacher is avalahle; and the course 1s approved by 23 of the schoal
iEamttyes. 715 13

"I is the natwral, fundamental nghe of parents and legal guardians (o derermne and
direet the eare teaching, and education of their children. The public schools of this
‘=ate sarve the necds of the pupils by cooperating with the pupil's parents and l&gal
guardians 1o develap the pupil's intellectual capabilities and vocanional skills ina
safc and powtive environment.” § 380,14

In recognition of the ght stated above, parcnts are allowed ta raview e
curpicojnm, texthooks. aod teaching materials and o "be prescol, to 2 rezsonabls
degres, and at rrasanable times and subject to reasonabic restrictons, conrols, and
limats, 1o pbseryve instructional activity m 2 class or course,.," "Instuctional
acnviny” does ool include tasting. Policias or guidelines adepied whder thes
prevision "snall not create an umreasapable sbstacle to teaching or leaming, of to
administering or mainaining proper discipline in a schonl or school program.” §

— J380.1157

A (1991
14 (1996
Il?%
oes
. S L
|
rgas
|
WS 11994

|Rm:5uir=s the Drept. of Children, Famijies, and Learning o deveiop gudehnes and
mndel plans for parent involvament programs, § 126.69

M3 i1991

Requires the 5iate Board of Educanon to establish an awards prograrn ta reward
L:mrm& for becoming wvolved in schoal iprovement £fforts. Each disnict is
required to designace a Parent of the Year and ane parent will be designated Parnt
|of the Year for the sate, §37-3-72
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effactive parent mmlv:m-t_ Farent invohyement plans ae 1@ be developed on th
district leve!l. The abjectives are: to enpage parents in supporting the schools,
moplement efecqve communication betwesn the home aod school; tran
agministrators to involve parents at home and at school mmd o develop commumity

support; and promote reading as the “key curricular setvity forparental foeus.” §§
37341 - 30371

NG

19493

4 ljows parenis mn hoth the privawe and public sectors to take four hours of unpad
Heave from work 5o that parentt can visit their childhen's schools for parent-teache

onferences, to voluntesr, or visil their child's class, The icave must be al an agres
ipon time and the empleyer can require the employes to makes a written request 4!
hours prior to the leave as well as fl.'lrj:l.lsh wririen venficanon thar hatspe visited th
wehool, § 95-283

1993

[Encourages schools to includs a comprehensive paren: myvoivemen! progam i
[performance-based accountanility plans. § 1150-238.8

11554

[Encourages parental involvernent in the public schoots and requires tach schoal
idistriet w adnpt a policy by /195 d=fininp the rights of parents reearding: a)
BerEss 1o Txthooks, tests, and curnculum marsnals, b) provisions for attendmp an
momitoring courses, assemblias, counseling sazsions, and instructonal acovibes; &
filing Tequests to ¢xampt sudents fom wRing, classroom instructon, and other
actvities which parents find obicctionable; ) accacs e sdent or schoe] reconds;
e testing policies; and £) smdent participation io surveye and removal from the
surveve if parents find the survey msirumnent obiserionable. B¢ T9-4. 347 - 79-2,24!

Ok

(1995

Allows paremns 1o inspect curriewlum apd matertals used 1o sex educanon classes
and requirss superintendant: ta notfy pareas of thair neht of inspecton, Also
THqUDTes superntendents 0 afprove &Y sducaton curriculum and matemials.,
Prrmits cptiomal paricipaton i sex educaton classes or programs if parent thake:
:a wrimen raquest 70§ 11-105.1

the Stats Baard of Educanon to asiablisk 3 progiam corOwW=Eine prvane
cmployeTs [0 gfve emplovess leave to attend parent-leacher conferenses at least
once sach semaster, Alse directs the State Eoard to regqure szhoal boards 10
develop midatves promeoting schools as congenial places for parents to visit.
Esablishes State Board poliev w aneourags public schoals to expiore sutrsach
loppoTEnties, such & agrecmerts with parents. 70 §10-1022

QR

1863

‘Recommends thar schon districts provide opportunities fur parents o be mvolved
in goais and decision maldog at the school site. Also recommends that cmpioyers
recogmize the value of parencs and community members parycipatng m the
educetion process and encoureges cmpiayers 1o extend ippropriae leave to parent:
7o allow greater partcipation during school bowrs. §329.125

aC

1992

[rrecrs the state cduration deparman: to develop 2 parent invelvement program fa
erades 48, Goals include: improving parcotal participarion in their child's progres:
at schogl, ensuring & smeeth Tapsiton berwesn levels of schooling and phases of
rducarion) MOTEAsng cammunicaion; and providing grearer atcougtability berwes
parents, schools, and children, The program showld nclude regular school visits by
[paremts and involvipg parents, teacners, and admitesratare in schoal waining
eseginms o 15cues such as commnnicaton, srudent disciplme, moportance of
homewori, the saking and undsrstanding of standariized vestng, and test scores,
|and geperal Literacy. §39-1-454
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idees cotmselor, or prineipal. A student canmot be peaalized for grading
poses if he/she engreges m alternarive health or social studics lessons specifically |
s:t_,gned by the local board of educaton and if the student aommmletes the less0ns In

a "umely and sausfactory meomer ™ § 49-6-1303

%;:aﬂm:xmmgm: instructiops] matenaly of CORISTINE walh the imstrustor, !

11985

Lol bpards mitst Inshtute a program requiring parcot-teacher conferences o be
held rance a year for each student

|§ 45-6-T002

'|19'.-'3

cal boards may deveiop a program for the voluntary parvicipation of pariats at
school Voluntary duties can meluds serving as an sducativnal assistant, Liorary
aerigtant pall maniter, recreation supdvisor, as well as other activiues that allow
arate 10 obs=rve school operations, A parent's participaton must be varied. Local
omrds can periedicaily schedule alternate mesrings ko the egula PTA mestmg 12
ipermil working parents to atend. £ 49-6.7001

1995

[Parepts @ partmers with aducarors, adminiserators, aod school dismrict boards of
trugtess in ther children's sdneanon. Parents shall be encouraged te actvely
[participate in crtaning and implemennng educational programs for their children.”
Farents are entiticd 1o reasanable access to schoo] admimsralors o request a
change in thesr child's clzss or tzacher as joug as the shange would nol mpact other
srudents. Parents can request that: a class be added as lonyg it is consisten with the
reatyres curnicklum and 1t is ccononucally feasibie; a chiid be allowad to artend 2
claes for credit above nizther prade jevel unless the local board daes not believe the
L hild will sucoeee: their child be allowed to gradnate from high sehoo] early if
requiremants are fulfilled. Parents must have access w all of their chsld's tecards,
sare asseszments, teaching marsnais, textbooks, e, board meenngs, as weli as
full information Teparding the child's school activities, with the exception of chilc
asnuse Tecorde. AT afteropt by any school disrict cmployes o encourage 4T SOETTC
'3 child o withhold informanon from the child's partait is grounds for diseipline.”
Schools must obtain the parent's writien cansent before they may conduct 2
psychological exam o treatment, unless it relates to 2 child sbuse invesngatemn, o
make a videotape or audio recording of the child, uniess the videstape or rweording
relarss toosafery, exmacursicnlar, or clessroon instructanal astvities. Pansnts may
‘males 2 wririen request to remove 8 child temperarily from 2 Ciass o actvity if it
conflicts with the pansnt's religiows or moral beliefs, 4 parent cannot remove their
chiid to avoid a test or to prevent the child from taking a ciass for e woole
gemester. These Gebis o oot "sxenpt 4 child from saushyng grade lewel or
graduanan requirements in a manner acceprable wa the school district and the [state |
edieation deparment]." Requires Jocal boards 1o a00pt 3 proeedure 10 address
|complaints conceraing the violarian of any of thess nghts. §§ 26.001-26.012
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1944

iCreates policy to have stare boards and LEA's wark with employers o develop
policies and programs thar would alfew greater emploves participation in the
educanop sysiem during sohool hours. Dinects local school boards to adopt parent
imvolvement policies designed to build "comsistent snd affschve sommuonicatng™

ively involved in their ¢hild's sducarion., Statute aiso ncludes the fallowing
policies: to oxpect that parents will provide 3 home sevircnmenr that valines
pducation and that they #ill send their children to schaol prepared to leam: to ety
on schoal disiricts to provids oppormunites for parnis to be invoived in
estabiishing and mmplementing sducation goals; and 1o expec: sapioyers to
Fecogmze the nesd for parents and the commumity (o participars in the public
tducation systent. § 534-1a-105

1794

Allows the use of centennial sehoo! moneys to trun taches and admimisrars ©
interact with parents and parent advisory groups. Extends the ATOETam to the year
2004, Statutory provisions are repeated as of §730:00, §53A-1a-302

1994

Encourages public schools to uce student educanion ocelpetian plans o expand
persital ipvobvement and choics by allowing studenes and their parents, in
consultaion with school persomicl, to select teaghers, courses, and learning
®Xperisnces that best mest the necds and mterests of students. §534-15-10

199

[Prohitics the administering of psvcholingical or prychtamric examinanans, bests,
treaiments, or surveys, anatyses, or evaluations, m which the purpose ar “svident
fmtended effect * is 1o cauge the student to reveal infarmation such 2¢ the student's
jor family mombers religions or poiitical affilianons and beliess, psvchelogical
[robles, or ilegal or sexsl behavior, without the DArETT's pror Writen conssnt.
Probibidens aso appiy "within ke curriculum and atber schoal acgvites.” &
|534-13-302

parents, teachers, @d adminisragers and give parents the opparmnity to be .

|1~,I'A

18535

Chrecss schoo] boards w provide oppornmities for parcatal and COCImEmITY
linvoivement in all schaats. §22.1.279.3

T WA

1475

'3choo] boards are required to adopt a policy giving parents access o their children's

(Recodified wlessmom and school-sponsored sctivitiss 5o they can obsarve class procedoms.

it 1990%

itneructional materials, and class conduct, Parent obscrvation must ot disrupt the
iclass or actvity. § 28A 605,020

198%

1Sebool boards are required to facilitite commupicaion betwesn school persannal
l2nd percnts of pupils emrolicd in the schoo] distrier and provide volunteor
IWPPOIMimites for parents withio the schoots. § 119,78

5

Stady
Comnpletsd m
190

[Repented on parent involvament Taining as 3 licensing requirement for teachers and
adminismators in al! states and D.C. Seven suares (14%) requere principals ar central
cffice admvinistrarers o study parent ittvolvement or hecome proficient in
Prometing parent involvenent; 15 statss (79%) require mest or i teachers o study
or develap parent invalvement skills; & states {12%) require jt. highrmiddie school
beachers (o sudy or achiave COmMpEtence in sncouraging parsnt imvplvement; &
states (1274 requirs secondary teachers 1o study or bezorne COOPETAnt i promoung
parent mvelvement; 14 suates (27%4) require elemnantary teachers 1o study or become
competent in this area; 20 states (39%) reguire cducators preparing to wark in the
f21d af early childhood cducanon wa study ar devezop siills in pare:n ipveivemenr,
265 states (31%) require 12achers working with stadents with disabilites to study ar
become compeient m this arsa
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Sculptors

| dreamed | stood in a studio

And watched two sculptors there.

The clay they used was a young child’s mind
And they fashioned it with care.

One was a teacher, the tools he used

Were books, music and art.

The other, a parent, used a guiding hand
And a gentle, loving heart.

Day after day the teacher toiled

With a touch deft, careful and sure.

While the parent labored by his side

And polished and smoothed it pure.

When at last their task was done,

They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the tings they had molded into a child
Could neither be sold or bought.

They each agree they would have failed

If each had to work alone,

For behind the parent stood the school

And behind the school, the home.

Author Unknown
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